OAEMS 

SUMMER 2011 County Representative Meeting Minutes


Date of Meeting: Saturday, June 25th, 2011

The County Rep. Meeting was called to order by the County Rep. Committee Chairperson, Matt Dick, at 1405 hours.  
Attending were: see Sign-In Sheet 
Matt reminded all to please help with trying to get all of Ohio’s counties represented.  

Newbie Loretta Lewis mentioned she would be interested in Clark County and so she was accepted as that county’s rep.
Allison Norcross offered to be County Rep for Morrow County and accepted as such.
Ideas for recruiting were discussed.  Networking – talking to people.  We have had 3 people in 4 days agree to such.  We want to get back to having fun.  We have increased our base of members but have not really increased our County Reps. 

Please Talk to People about it.  Also, would like to have a list of all departments in the Counties.  It is OK to list the Chief, but really need to know who the Training Officer is – more likely to get our message out through that person.  Also, you should get a list of any Plant Response Teams in the area.

Kat mentioned she gave the Banner and Flyers to one of the County Reps for use in recruiting in their area.  She also mentioned the she found information about County Departments in Southern Ohio through the Grants Program and it mentioned who to contact.

For those who are instructors who have people in their classes take an OAEMS application or flyer, ask them again later if they have filled the application or registration form out and sent it in, or they can give it to the instructor to send in.

We definitely need to spread the conferences [Quarterly] out to other areas to reach out to new areas.  Also, this is what the One-Day Conferences are also to help with.  We do have the issues of Paid Departments getting a lot of their CE’s in-house or online.  Part of why we see very few members from local paid departments at a Conference in their area – they seem to not really care what we are doing.

Several asked:  What can we do to put “Fun” back in our conferences??  More complaints about the parties – some for , some against. Importance is building of Camaraderie here.
People mentioned “Rumors” again.  Encourage those who are hearing the rumors or saying someone has to encourage those people to come and check us out to see what we are really about.

Some mentioned need to know more about the conferences sooner – planning ahead helps in budgeting at the departments.
Meeting adjourned at 14:30 hours.      
Respectfully submitted,

Shane Cochrane, Recording Secretary
